
VEILED IDENTITY QUESTIONNAIRE 

Responses may be sent via email to ssgdesign@earthlink.net 

or mail to—SmithGarcés Art, Veiled Identity, 110 Chestnut Street, Brookline, MA 02445

All responses will remain anonymous. Please indicate if you will be providing a headscarf for use in the exhibition. 

If you would like your headscarf returned at the end of the project, please provide a mailing address. Thank you.

1. What does it mean to you, to be Muslim? 
What words, images, and ideas do you associate with Muslim identity?

2. What do you regard as your community? Has anyone ever questioned your ties to your community? 
How did this make you feel?

3. Have you ever been excluded because of your religious identity? 
What was the situation? What, if anything, did you do about it?

4. Has outward reaction to your Muslim identity ever made you feel protected and part of a community? 
What was the situation? How does this make you feel?

SANDYSMITH-GARCÉSR | 110 CHESTNUT STREET,  BROOKLINE,  MA,  02445 | 617 • 277 •1702

www• smithgarcesart • com  | ssgdesign @ earthlink • net

 



5. Has outward reaction to your Muslim identity ever made you feel vulnerable or unsafe? 
What was the situation? How does this make you feel?

6. The news in recent years is full of stories concerning debates throughout Europe about the 
criminalization of the headscarf. Why do you think the veil has become the center of so much controversy?

7. Have you ever been in a situation where you were prevented from wearing a veil? 
Have you ever been in a situation where you were required to wear a veil?

8. Explain your decision to wear the veil, or, if you do not wear the veil, why do you choose not to? 
What does the veil mean to you?

9. What do you think the veil represents in the eyes of non-Muslims?



10. How do you explain the fact that there are so many different interpretations of whether or not 
Muslims choose to wear the veil?

11. What responses, if any, have you received from wearing the veil, from people you know?
What responses, if any, have you received from wearing the veil, from people you don’t know?

12. What responses, if any, have you received from choosing not to wear a veil, from people you know?
What responses, if any, have you received from choosing not to wear a veil, from people you don’t know?

Is there anything you would like to share, about the head scarf you are providing?
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VEILED IDENTITY IDENTITY CHART 

Create an Identity Chart—

“Who am I?” is a question that each of us asks at some time in our life. As we search for the answer, we begin to

define ourselves. Below is an example of an “Identity Chart” such as ones being used to help individuals think about

labels they use to define themselves and others. Individuals fill it in with the words they use to describe themselves

as well as the labels others give them. Most people include not only gender, age, and physical characteristics but

also cultural identifiers such as ties to a particular religion, class, neighborhood, school, job, and nation.

Another example of an identity chart is an “Identity Box”. People have two identities: an outward identity—what

the outside world thinks of us, and an internal identity—what we think of ourselves. To illustrate this idea, 

individuals can create identity boxes. The inside of the box contains words that represent how we describe

ourselves. The outside of the box contains words that represent how others view us, or how we think others

view us. In some cases, how the outside world sees us is the same as how we see ourselves, and in some

cases, it is not. Therefore, words inside the box and outside the box may or may not be the same.

Create your own identity chart or identity box. You may also choose to simply make a list of words that you

think describe you, and a second list of how you think others might describe you. Use the back of this sheet

for your identity chart, or attach your own sheet of paper and mail to the above listed address. Thank you.


